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June 22nd, 1941, German troops march 
through Ukraine, invading the former 
Soviet Union. From there, Jews are 
dragged from their homes, forced to  
dig their own graves, and shot, some 
cradling children in their arms. In 
Ukraine's capital city, Kyiv, 34,000 Jews 
are murdered in the first two days of the 
Nazi invasion, and now Kyiv, Ukraine 
and its sovereign citizens have been 
violated again. As Jews, we are all too 
familiar with the need to leave our  
homeland in a hurry, from Moses and 
the Israelites to Nazi Germany to mod-
ern-day Ukraine. And of course, it's not 
just Jews who are forced to escape. At 

this very moment, the Ukranians of all faiths huddle in makeshift 
bomb shelters, clinging to whatever possessions and little food they 
have trying to stay alive.  
 
From the safety of their homes and offices, world leaders broadcast 
messages of optimism; "our prayers and thoughts are with the  
people of Ukraine," "We stand with them." It simply isn't enough.  
No prayer, thought, or stance can possibly bring a peaceful resolu-
tion. And yet, it is our duty to continue doing all of these things, isn't 
it? As jews? As lovers of humanity, as a Jewish people who believe 
that hope is a perpetual state of existence.  
 
What is needed now is a serious study of why we've allowed history 
to repeat itself and what our tradition teaches about the value of 
human life. I believe the answer is simple; the devaluation of human 
life. Our faith makes clear that the preservation of human life is 
above all else. No one, not even God, is supreme to the individual 
human life. We read in the Talmud (the definitive compilation of 
Jew’s law): 
 
"Anyone who destroys a human life is considered as if he had  
destroyed an entire world, and anyone who preserves a human  
life is considered to have preserved an entire world." 
 
Maimonides’s commentary to the Mishna teaches: (This is included  
in the explanation of the verse Devarim 22:2) “And you shall return  
it to him to heal his body, that he is in danger when you see him  
and you can save him either with your body, your money or your  
wisdom."   The Torah in Leviticus states: "Neither shall you stand by 
the blood of your neighbor."  This is where we derive the concept of 
Pikuach Nefesh- doing everything in our power, including breaking 
the laws of Shabbat to save the life of a Jew or Gentile.  
 
One of Judaism's principal affirmations is that man is created  
B'tzelem Elohim (in God's image) and therefore of inherent dignity 
and value.  
 
These teachings from our tradition highlight a perpetual and  
nuanced approach to living, affirming life, and the value placed on 
individuality. Our faith commands us to affirm life, even in the face  
of death. 
Decade after decade, war after war, genocide after genocide,  

Holocaust after Holocaust, these affirmations are challenged.  
The world bears witness to the evil of humankind, the capacity  
for hate, the thirst for devastating entire regions, cities, countries, 
and lives.  Could it be that we simply have lost the sense of decency  
and moral centeredness as a global community and the basic yet 
fundamental principle of life before all? It seems as though the  
value of human life has diminished to the point where we are  
numb to the numbers.  
 
I am deeply heartbroken over needless suffering of so many  
people worldwide. As a father, it is unfathomable for me to watch 
grown men, trained killers, aim their weapons at children. As a  
Jew, it is devastating to imagine the parallels between Hitler's  
invasion of Ukraine and now Putin in 2022. As a person sharing 
space on this earth, it is gut-wrenching to imagine that people  
will die for no damn reason.  
 
The Torah is clear; our faith is evident- every single life is of infinite 
value. Nothing, no money, no power, no circumstance can interfere 
with that. Conceptually, it's beautiful, and it's what makes our reli-
gion special, but practically, the forces we contend with are too 
mighty a match. So, we fight. We fight like hell because that, too, is 
a biblical principle.  
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The people of Ukraine are alone in their fight. With no direct military support from NATO or the United States, they will be left to  
defend their land, protect their citizens and clean up the mess when it's over. What we can do, what we must do, is pray, even if  
we believe those prayers will go unanswered. We must speak to our creator from the heart.  
 

 
Adonai, our God, remember that we are created in Your image. Certainly, You did not create us to destroy. Surely, Your in-
tent was for us, your holy children, to be perpetuators of decency. Please, tell us that in Your image, we are to value every 
human life the way we value our own. 
 
We know that prayers and thoughts will not suffice. We say, "We stand with the people of Ukraine," but they are not standing; 
they are crumbling. Lives are being stolen, removed from the earth. Children, gone.  
 
We cry with the people of Ukraine and with people of dignity everywhere. We deeply mourn the loss of human life. Our hearts 
break for human suffering of any magnitude; one life taken is one life too many.  
 
Now, we do what our tradition teaches us to do; we affirm life in the face of death. We resolve to love stronger when  
confronted with hate. We unapologetically declare our disgust with people whose intentions and actions are sinister. 
 
 
Ruach Olam, Spirit of the universe.  
Help us find the words even when words aren't enough. 
Guide us to answers when human understanding is out of reach. 
Give us hope when our wells of compassion have dried up. 
Deliver us to happiness when the cries of our fellow can be heard in every corner of the world.  

 
 
Cantor Marcos 

 

 

Fridays @ 6:00 pm   
Kabbalat Shabbat Service 

In person & online 

 

Saturday @ 9:30 am  
Shabbat Morning Service 

In person & online 

 

Monday - Friday at 8:00 am  
and Sunday @ 9:00 am  

Morning Minyan Service 
 Online 

 
All services are available via Zoom, Facebook and 

livestream.  Go to JCCH.org for all links. 

JCCH SERVICE SCHEDULE 
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO HELP? 

Volunteers needed to be on the Gala Committee 

Contact Eric Nussbaum:  enussbaum@jcch.org 

              Silent Auction at This Year’s Gala  

 
 
This year’s GALA event will have a fun and exciting extra dimension:   
a Silent Auction.  
 
And, we’re pleased to say that this auction will be conducted digitally as 
well as in person so  that everyone has a chance to participate.   
 
We have already started collecting a number of lovely auction items.   
And, we are seeking more. 
 
There are a number of items we are hoping to include among the  
auction offerings.  Your help in supplying items would be greatly  
appreciated!!  
 
We’d love to offer a nice range of items - from products to services (think 
lessons or sessions on a subject or exercise) to experiences.  
 
Perhaps you have some collectibles, fine wine, sports tickets, theater  

tickets, collectibles.  Perhaps you’re a personal trainer or life coach or teacher or cook.  Maybe you have a  
vacation home for a member to use for a weekend or an antique car you might take members out for a spin  
in or… maybe you’re a pilot willing to take someone up up and away.  As you can see, the sky’s the limit.   
 
Please contact Rae Baczek or Andrea Strone to submit your auction items for the Gala.  
 
 
                                               Rae Baczek                                          Andrea Strone 
                                         raemath@aol.com                            andrea.strone@gmail.com 
                                             914-815-1192                                         914-656-0188 

A Concert to Benefit the JCCH and the Refugee Resettlement Fund  

visit: jcch.org for more information 
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Our patriarch Abraham was charged 

with a difficult task: G-d calls on him to 

leave his land (artzecha) his homeland 

(moladetcha) his father’s home (beit 

avicha) to go to a land that G-d would 

show him. That’s how the Jewish  

people’s saga starts. 

 

Abraham is charged to transition from 

his familiar place, from the place he 

was born and raised, to a new one, 

where he will be able to practice his 

devotion and faith to one G-d. 

 

Our Jewish narrative begins as a refugee narrative - and each 

year, as we read its first chapter, “Lech Lecha,” in Genesis 12,  

we are commanded to evaluate our own personal journeys, even 

if we never left our birthplace. The Torah uses the language of 

“Lech-Lecha,” which translates into “go for yourself.” The journey 

is for each one of us. Although we have a collective story as a 

people, each one of us has our personal journey. Our individual 

moment of “Lech Lecha.” We all face challenges as we walk the 

path of the eternal sojourner. Some of us can identify the specific 

moment of leaving our birthplace, the place of our ancestors, or 

a country. To be Jewish is to relive and understand the magnitude 

of the Lech Lecha narrative, of going for ourselves. The journey 

encompasses a responsibility towards yourself and the people 

you most care about. 

 

Today I am honored to share with you my own “Lech Lecha”  

moment, the journey from my birthplace, the place which I love 

and still call home. Throughout my years in the US, I grappled 

with my decision: Why did I leave my country? Why did I leave  

my birthplace? Why did I leave my father’s house behind? 

 

When you lose someone you love in a war at a very young age,  

it shapes your being and the future choices you make. It hap-

pened to me. I lost my first boyfriend, a commander in the IDF.  

He died protecting my country, my birthplace, the land of my  

ancestors. The wound was very deep and painful. 

 

Later, when I got married and found out I was pregnant with a 

boy, I cried of fear. I told my grandma, I don’t want my boy to die 

in the war. My grandma replied - don’t worry my dear, until this 

boy grows up, there will be peace. Shalom, in Israel. This was my 

“Lech Lecha” moment. My inner voice called upon me to protect 

my unborn baby boy. 

 

Little I knew, that three beautiful boys later, I could not walk the 

walk for them and walk the journey for them - they had their own 

“lech Lecha” moments - they decided on their own to join the IDF. 

At that moment, even though the fear and the pain were still there, 

I could not stand in their way. As my son said to me: “Mom, I am 

now writing my own chapter.”  My two sons, Edan and Matan, 

have taught me a new lesson in reading “Lech Lecha” - each  

one of them volunteered to IDF as a lone soldier, and walked  

their own path, offering me the opportunity to close the circle, 

make “Tikkun” to my own decision as a young teenager. 

Looking now into my journey as an immigrant to the US, I am 

deeply grateful to the people who embraced me and my daily, 

giving me a sense of community and home. Home is not a  

physical place, it’s a feeling, a sentiment that you are loved,  

that you belong. We are all part of one huge universe of the hu-

man tapestry. G-d said to Abram: 

 

 “Go forth from your native land and from your father’s house  

 to the land that I will show you. I will make of you a great  

nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you 

shall be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and  curse 

the one who curses you, and all the families of the earth shall 

bless themselves by you.” 

 

As we celebrate Refugee Shabbat on March 5, we are reminded 

we too were refugees. We were strangers in a strange land, and 

from time to time had the fortune of being embraced and protect-

ed by others. Our personal stories connect us and evoke relation-

ships that are based on true empathy, love, and human trust. 

Quoting the great Rabbi Nachman of Breslov, “Let the good in me 

connect with the good in others, until all the world is transformed 

through the compelling power of love.” 

 

Nowadays, I am the proud grandmother of two beautiful girls,  

Yael and Avigail; they were born in Israel, brought by their parents 

to live in the US, and are now making their way back to Israel. 

And I find myself praying, as my grandma did years ago, that 

when they grow up, they shall live in a world of peace.  

 

Building bridges of understanding, cooperation, and welcoming 

strangers brings all of us one step ahead as we continue to  

pursue the prophecy of our ancestors: “and you shall be a  

blessing.”  “Hold on to me as we go, As we roll down this  

unfamiliar road, And although this wave is stringing us along, Just 

know you're not alone, 'Cause I'm gonna make this place your 

home, Settle down, it'll all be clear, Don’t pay any  

mind to the demons, They fill you with fear, The trouble, it might 

drag you down, If you get lost, you can always be found, Just 

know you're not alone, 'Cause I'm gonna make this place your 

home” (Phillip Phillips) 

Wishing you much health, love, and peace, 

 

Ronit Razinovsky 

Educational Director 
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We are very excited to announce that the Alef Bet Preschool will be  
bringing their early childhood program to the JCCH starting this  
September, 2022 (enrollment is open now!). 

 

Alef Bet, is an established pre-school based in New Rochelle. They are 
operating at capacity in their current space and they are looking forward  
to expanding their program to our beautiful ECC wing. 
 

As they note on their website (www.alefbetschool.com), Alef Bet’s mission 
is “to create an emotionally safe learning environment where children feel 

empowered to explore ideas, develop skills, and realize an understanding of self.” According to the school’s director, 
Rochel Butman, their curriculum is shaped by Jewish values; an appreciation and respect for children’s natural stages  
of development; the recognition of early childhood as a time for children to develop positive habits, behaviors, and  
attitudes; and a belief that each child possesses a unique inner voice that needs to be heard and encouraged.” 
 

Alef Bet is a Chabad school whose program draws on a variety of teaching philosophies and attracts families  
reflecting a wide range of religious involvement. The school offers classes for 2s, 3s, and 4s as well as “Mommy and 
Me” and “Tots Together.” Alef Bet teaches and celebrates Jewish holidays instilling in the children - and their families - 
an appreciation for the beauty of our shared Jewish heritage and traditions. In addition to their basic curriculum, they 
bring in a wide variety of fun and educational specials as well, including nature, soccer, yoga, and music. 
 

Alef Bet will provide a discount on tuition to JCCH families enrolling their children.  
 

For more information, contact JCCH Executive Director Eric Nussbaum at enussbaum@jcch.org or you may reach out 
directly to Alef Bet Director Rochel Butman at office@alefbetschool.com or 914-712-8332. 

 

We look forward to this exciting new addition to the JCCH.                    
    

 
Ever wonder…about Coca Cola?   

Like – is it kosher? Has it always  

been kosher? 

 

Bet you’ll all say, “yes.” After all, it’s  

a beverage.  What could be traif 

about a beverage?  

Short answer is:  Yes, Coke is  

kosher.  There  is an OU on the bottle 

or can. But, there’s always another 

side of the can – right?   

 

Well - - let’s flip the bottle cap back to 1886.  That’s when 

Coca Cola was first introduced. Seems everyone drank 

it.  That was the company’s goal.  Fast forward about 50 

years, though, when an orthodox Rabbi in Pittsburgh 

started concerning himself about the ingredients of this 

popular beverage.  He reached out to an  

Orthodox Rabbi in Atlanta, Rabbi Tobias Geffen, per-

haps figuring that Geffen, being in the same city as Coca 

Cola executives, would have a better “in” at determining 

Coke’s contents. 

Wonder of wonder, miracle of miracles, Rabbi Tobias was 

able to secure the most private classified information  

Coca Cola had – namely special “formula” that gives Coke  

its distinctive cola flavor.  As it  turns out, Coke was not  

kosher.  And, nu, why not?  Because there was one  

ingredient in its original formula 

(glycerin) that was comprised of ani-

mal bi-products.  

 

Becoming aware of this, Coke asked 

the company providing the glycerin 

(P&G) if they could provide a vegeta-

ble version of glycerin instead – which they did.  And, voila, 

Coke became kosher and was the first American product to 

be certified as such. 

(Contents for this article found on the internet) 

***Check the April Scribe for a GREAT Kosher for Passover 

Brisket recipe using Coca Cola! 

          -Andrea Strone 



 

What’s happening at the JCCH 

Menschlikhkeit before Godliness  

With Rabbi Barbara Paris 

Thursdays @10:00 am  via ZOOM 

Join Rabbi Barbara Paris for a weekly  

discussion of Jewish Values. Some topics  

will include, Pikuakh Nefesh (Saving a Life,)            

Lashon Ha-Ra (Refraining from Gossip,) Bikor Cholim (Visiting 

the Sick,)  Gemilut Chesed (Acts of Loving Kindness,)  Shalom 

Bayit (Peace in the Home,) and Hakhnasat Orkhim (Hospitality.) 

We will look at the Biblical origin and commentary as well as 

modern sources and examples. As always, the conversations  

will focus on our own time and life experiences and how we  

can embody these traditional and very Jewish values. 

Meeting ID: 869 9694 5360  

Classes with Rabbi Jeffrey Segelman  

 

Rabbi Jeffrey Segelman is the  

Rabbi Emeritus of the Westchester 

Jewish Center in Mamaroneck.   

He is currently a Lecturer in  

professional skills and the Director 

of the Fieldwork Placement  

program at the Academy for  

Jewish Religion.  

 

 

Mondays at 8:00 pm via Zoom 

 March 7th will be the start of a special two-session look  

at the Book of Esther: 

 

The Megillah of Esther  

It's No Children's Story  

 

In this two week series, we  

will explore Megillat Esther with  

an eye to its deeper meaning. 

Reading between the lines, we  

will discover why the Talmudic 

sages taught that the Megillah,  

of all the books of the Bible, is the 

most timeless. We will also under-

stand why no other book, and perhaps no other holiday, speak 

to our own American Jewish life.  

Tuesdays at 7:30 pm via Zoom. 

Meeting ID: 889 0367 1587; Passcode: zM3y9A 

 

 

The Complexity of Family Relationships  

 

The relationships between family members are never simple.  

Fortunately, there is much in Jewish wisdom that helps us to 

understand the complexities and to 

shed light on how to create "shalom 

bayit" -- peace within our families.  

 In this class we will take up the  

relationships between spouses,  

parents and children, siblings 

(especially adult siblings)  

grandparents, and in-laws. We will 

look at the ways in which Jewish  

law and Jewish rituals frame  

these relationships  

and how we can apply this wisdom to our own lives.  

Meeting ID: 812 4890 4531 

Passcode: X2kJPE  

Remaining sessions  - Tuesdays 3/8, 3/15 

Passover Programming 
 

Exploring the Passover Haggadah 

Taught by Rabbi Jeffrey Segelman  

Two sessions: Monday, March 21 and March 28, at 7:30 pm 

During these two sessions, we will take a careful look at the 
Haggadah and the Seder.  Why do we do what we do?  Where 
did the Haggadah come from and what secrets does it hold?  
What is the real meaning of matzah? Why do wait until after 
dinner to welcome Elijah?  These are other questions will give 
us greater insight into the ritual and will give us food for thought 
for our own Seders. 

On Zoom: Meeting ID: 823 3125 2957 
Passcode: 5XMCZP  

 

Passover Program with Hadar - April  3 - 5th  
During the Passover Seder, Jews read the  
Haggadah’s call to “go forth and learn,” but  
without the right resources of community, it can 
be hard to study the texts, ideas, and values  

that animate this important Jewish Holiday. 

 
Join Hadar faculty for “Go Forth and Learn,” three days of  
immersive learning and conversation aimed at preparing our 
hearts and minds for Passover. This program, which will  
be held in-person at Temple Israel Center of White Plains, is 
designed for adults of all ages, denominations, and educational 
backgrounds looking to deepen their connection to Jewish 
thoughts and texts. 

 
Go to the JCCH website for the complete program schedule 
and for the link to registration and to learn more about Hadar. 

 
The JCCH is a proud co-sponsor of this community event. 

Rosh Chodesh Adar II 
with Rabbi Barbara Paris 

March 7th @ 7:00 pm 
Rosh Chodesh (the New Moon) is a time for 
women to come together to meet, learn and 
grow. Join Rabbi Barbara Paris each month 
as she leads the discussion for the ancient  
observance.  
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The Harrison Pantry Has Asked for our  Support 
 

The JCCH Chesed and Junior Chesed is asking for  
all members of the  community to help support the  
Harrison Food  Pantry by providing boxes of cereal.   
The Pantry is currently running low and your help is  
needed.  Deliveries can be made to the JCCH main 
office.  If you have any additional questions, please 
reach out to Heather  Schwartz  at: 
heatherlschwartz@yahoo.com 

 

The Junior Chesed Board is also looking for 
teens in 8th-12th grade to volunteer by: Baking 
cupcakes for JCCH kids, Organizing grade wide 
collections of food for the Harrison Food Pantry, 
Teen drivers to deliver monthly to the Food  
Pantry, Start preparing for JCCH teens Midnight 
Run in the spring. If you would like to get  
involved please email Jadyn Schwartz at jcchjunior-
chesed@gmail.com 

What’s happening at the JCCH 

Short Story Group  
Thursdays at 9:00 am  

via ZOOM 
 

This past December the JCCH Short Story 

Group, which met via Zoom at 9:00 A.M. each Thursday,  

concluded another wonderful year. The group discussed stories 

by over forty different authors starting with Mary E. Wilkens 

Freeman and ending with Louis L'Amour and included works by 

Shalom Aleichem, O. Henry, Ivan Turgenev and Virginia Woolf.  

The group format uses a rotation in which each participant  

personally makes a selection of a story on most any subject. 

The name, author and online link to the selection is provided  

to the entire group a week earlier.  The member who selects  

the story opens the discussion by giving a brief background  

of the author and facilitates the conversation.  

The hour is open to all who enjoy reading and getting together 

for sociable, interesting, low keyed discussions. The weekly 

JCCH email includes the links to the story and Zoom. 

 

 
The JCCH is partnering with our friends at the Harrison Public  
Library to host their amazing kids' programs for children ages  
1-5 and their parents/caregivers.  
Join the fun: 

Tuesdays at 10:00 am - Music, Movement and More: Join Miss 
Rebecca as we sing some interactive songs and listen to some 
stories about big feelings. Together, we'll learn about all the  
different emotions and how we express them. 

Wednesdays at 10:00 am - Movers & Shakers: Sing, dance, 
jump and twirl with Miss Claudia in this fun program for  
preschoolers! 

Thursdays at 10:00 am – Armelle for Kids: Armelle Gloaguen, 
award-winning artist and educator, is an experienced teacher  
and an accomplished singer, songwriter and guitarist. Join us  
for an educational multicultural music show. 

Masks required for all participants over two years old. For more 
information, call the Harrison Public Library at (914) 835-0324 

Refugee Shabbat - March 5, 2022 

We will be joining hundreds  
of congregations and people from 
all over the world on March 5th as 
we celebrate Shabbat with a  
renewed focus on the global  
refugee crisis. .  It’s a weekend 
you won’t want to miss! 

If you would like to support the JCCH’s efforts to resettle two  
families from Afghanistan, please make a donation to the  
Refugee Resettlement Fund at: https://jcch.org/make-a-donation/ 

Contact Florence Kraut (frkraut@gmail.com) or Andrea Dulberg 
Platte (dulberga@optonline.net) if you would like to help. 

 

Constructing Our Own  
Personal Theology 

Discussion Group led by  
Senior Rabbinic Intern Steve Axinn 

Thursdays @ 7:30 pm 
last class—3/17 

As Jews we are heirs to a rich heritage and 
tradition of rules,  rituals, and customs, yet we often ask ourselves 
"What do I actually believe?" "Is there a G-d?" "Why do I exist?" 

Join the discussion as, together, we create a safe space to  
explore how the great thinkers have addressed these questions 
while also exploring our own doubts and feelings with the goal  
of creating our own set of beliefs--our own personal theology. 

On Zoom:  Meeting ID: 987 3138 0488, Passcode: jcch2020 

Let’s Do Lunch  - with Deb Bers 
Mondays @ 1:00 pm 

Grab your lunch, find a computer, tablet,  
or phone, and join a casual lunchtime  

conversation.  Meeting ID: 864 8037 0457, Passcode: 125517 
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JCCH Purim Party 
 

Sunday, March 13 @ 11:00 am 

FOOD, FUN & FESTIVITIES 
Hamantaschen, games, bounce house and lots 

more fun for the whole family! 

Megillah Reading 
 

Wednesday, March 16th @ 6:00 

Full, Traditional Megillah Reading 

In person and Online 

Get Ready for Purim  
with Rabbi Jeffrey Segelman 

Monday,  March 7th will be the start of a special two-session look  at the Book of Esther:  

The Megillah of Esther: It's No Children's Story  

 

In this two week series, we will explore Megillat Esther with an eye to its deeper meaning. Reading between the 

lines, we will discover why the Talmudic sages taught that the Megillah, of all the books of the Bible, is the most 

timeless. We will also understand why no other book, and perhaps no other holiday, speak to our own American 

Jewish life.  

Via Zoom. Meeting ID: 889 0367 1587; Passcode: zM3y9A 

Easy Hamantaschen  - Barbara Sommerfeld 

 
1/2 pound margarine (for pareve) or / butter 

1/2 cup sugar 

2 eggs slightly beaten 

2 cups flour 

2 teaspoons baking powder 

1 teaspoon vanilla extract 

1 tablespoon orange juice 

1 tablespoon grated orange rind 

 
      Cream together softened margarine and sug-
ar.  Add eggs and flavorings and beat well.  Add 
sifted flour and baking powder to the creamed mix-
ture.  Knead into a ball and use a little extra flour if 
needed as dough is very soft.  Chill in the refrigera-
tor for at least 2 hours. 

 
 Divide dough into 3 portions.  Roll each portion on a 

floured board until 1/8 thickness.  Cut dough into 3 
or 4 inch rounds with a floured glass or cookie cut-
ter. 

Place desired filling by teaspoonfuls in each 
round.  Pinch together sides of the circle to form a  
triangle.  Place on a lightly greased cookie sheet (or 
parchment paper.).  Bake for about 25-30 minutes. 
in  
a 350 degree oven or until golden.  Yields approxi-
mately 2 1/2 - 3 dozen.  

Chocolate filling for Hamantaschen 

Deborah Bers 

Melt 1 cup chocolate chips and 2 T butter together in 
the microwave. 

Add 1/3 c confectioner’s sugar, 1 t vanilla and 1 egg 

 

Other filling options: 

Apricot butter, prune butter, Nutella, raspberry jam 
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Join us for the second in our “Spotlight On” series.  Amanda will be speaking 

about her love for creating art throughout her life, how she started to pursue it 

more professionally as she started parenthood, and how and what she creates 

and paints.  
Art has always been a passion of mine since I was very young.   

As a child, I spent most of my free time diligently perfecting my 

skills of coloring.  I was excited by every art class I could experi-

ence.  At the University of Michigan, I majored in Art History but 

never imagined that I would later  

create my own art to sell.   

 

 After having children, I was afforded some time to dig deep and 

allow my creativity to resurface.   I was motivated by the large  

abstract pieces I painted as a college student that my mother 

pulled out of her attic 13 years later.  I hung two in my home.   

It was then that I began to experiment and create new large  

scale pieces of this nature, the very first of which was a present  

for my mother.    

 

 When I work through each new piece, I seek to create artwork  

that Ignites an emotional response for the viewer.  My primary  

focus is color pairing and the relationship between each layer on 

the canvas.  The purposeful blending of colors together with the 

energetic brushstrokes reveal a different story to each person. 

Energetic Brushstrokes 

Wednesday, March 30th at 7:30 pm 
Meeting ID: 844 9156 4105 Passcode: Db10NJ  



Description of Funds 

Adult Education Fund:   

to support all continuing education and adult programming 

The Berman-Greer Family Fund:   

supports the JCCH’s  Baby, Toddler & Me  programs 

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund: 

A special  fund administered by the Cantor 

Chesed Fund: Restricted to “acts of kindness” administered by 

Heather Schwartz 

ECC Fund: This fund is dedicated to the development and growth 

of the JCCH's Early Childhood Center  

Education Director’s Discretionary Fund: 

A special fund administered by the Religious School Director 

Effron Simchat Torah Fund: 

Designed to provide the gifts for the Simchat Torah honorees 

Ellen S. Kaplan Memorial Endowment Fund: 

Supports Rabbi/Congregant relations 

Holocaust Memorial Exhibit Fund: 

To support the Holocaust Memorial Exhibit 

Inclusion Fund:   

To support individuals with special needs 

JCCH Fund: 

Dedicated to enhancing the activities and programs of our Center 

L’Chaim Fund: 

Supports the Sandwich Circle and Mitzvah Day 

Men’s Club: 

Supports the JCCH and programming events 

Minyan Fund: 

Supports our weekday services and Shiva home services 

Prayer Book & Torah Fund: 

For the purchase and maintenance of JCCH’s prayer books 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund: 

A special fund administered by the Rabbi 

Religious School Discretionary Fund: 

To support special programs and materials for our  

Religious School 

Ruth & Irving Claremon Dedicated Service Award Fund:  

For the gifts for our annual JCCH Service Award Recipients 

Ruth & Irving Claremon Flower Fund:  

Designed to enhance the beauty of Ritual Services 

Simcha Fund: 

Dedicated to honor your cherished lifecycle events 

Sisterhood: 

Supports the JCCH and programming events 

Welcoming Refugees Fund:  

Helping a refugee family start a new life in America 

 1/31/2022 - 2/28/2022 10 

CANTOR'S DISCRETIONARY FUND  
In honor of #3 - Mazel Tov from Rae Baczek 
from Florence and Allen Kraut 
The newest member of the Ashkenazi family from Susan 
and Jeff Adler 
In honor of the birth of Cantor Marco and Joanna's baby boy 
from Amy and Paul Hughson 
In honor of Cantor Marcos & Joanna on the birth of their third 
son, Dylan. from Andrea Strone 
In honor of Birth of Dylan Albert from Barry & Tova Effron 
In honor of Cantor Marcos & Joanna Askenazi's new baby 
from David & Terry Gary 
In honor of Son born to Cantor Marcos and Joanna 
from Florence and Allen Kraut 
In honor of Birth of Baby Boy Dylan Albert from Howard & 
Jane Kramer 
In honor of the birth of Dylan to Marcos & Joanna Askenazi 
from Kenneth & Minna Brown 
In honor of Cantor Marcos & Joanna Askenazi's new baby 
boy from Louis & Sandra Snitkin 
In honor of birth of Marcos and Joanna's new baby boy 
from Mark & Lisa Ellis 
In honor of Marcos & Joanna's New Baby from Robert & 
Susan Schack 
In honor of Baby Askenazi and his whole family!!! from  
The Pearson Family 
In honor of Birth of Marcos and Joanna's new baby boy 
from William & Louise Herman 
In honor of Baby boy #3- Mazel Tov! from Carla & Philippe 
Ifrah and Family 
In memory of Rhoni Gary from David & Terry Gary 
In memory of Ronan Kelley Sklar, beloved grandson of  
Howard and Marcia Sklar from Dorothy, Perry & Nicole 
Grosser 
In memory of Nina Franklin from Laurie and Gary Yarnell 
In memory of Laura Lazarus from Lawrence Rosenthal 
In memory of Phyllis Levitt from  Mark Teich 
In memory of Eda Aminoff from  Mark Teich 
In memory of Harry Gershweir from Diane Levy 
On behalf of the bris of baby Askenazi, Mazel Tov! from  
The Harfenists 
 

CHESED FUND 
In honor of Rabbi Shargel from anonymous 
In memory of Nina Franklin from Barry & Tova Effron 
In memory of Sandra Mehl from Barry & Tova Effron 
In memory of Eda Aminoff from Barry & Tova Effron 
In memory of Toby Gross, mother of David Gross from  
Tobi and Martin Rogowsky 
In memory of Adele Zeller from Tova and Barry Effron 
In memory of Adele Zeller from Tova and Barry Effron 
 

EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER FUND 
In honor of Adele and Noel Zeller. A couple that set the bar 
for achievements. from C. McGeachy 
 

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL EXHIBIT FUND 
In memory of Sandra Mehl from Carla & Philippe Ifrah  
and Family 
In memory of Eda Aminoff, mother of Nora Stonehill 
from Carla & Philippe Ifrah and Family 
In memory of Harriet Platte, Leigh Platte's mom from  
Carla & Philippe Ifrah and Family 
In memory of Joseph Sternheim from Lilly Sternheim 
In memory of Susan Glasgall from Lilly Sternheim 
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In memory of Eda Aminoff, mother of Nora Stonehill 
from Robert & Deanna Miller 
In memory of Sandra Mehl from Robert & Deanna Miller 
In memory of Nina Franklin, mother of Caroline Freidfertig 
from Robert & Deanna Miller 
In memory of Nina Franklin, mother of Jonathan Franklin 
from Robert & Deanna Miller 
 

INCLUSION FUND 
In memory of Helen Reiss from Edward & Donna Spiegel 
 

JCCH FUND 
In memory of Harriet Platte, mother of Leigh Platte and  
mother-in-law of Andrea Platte from Charles Biener 
from Milos Silber 
In honor of Al Dalton from Mark Dalton 
In honor of JCCH Softball from Spencer Hart  
In appreciation of Rabbi Paris for her class on Jewish Values 
from Ann Toffel 
In appreciation of George Sommerfeld from  
Ann Toffel 
In appreciation of the Short story group from Ann Toffel 
In honor of Cantor Marcos & Joanna Askenazi's new baby 
boy from Roberta & Michael Schain 
In honor of Cantor Marcos & Joanna Askenazi's new baby 
boy from Paul & Karen Feldman 
In memory of Eda Aminoff, mother of Nora Stonehill 
from Allen & Florence Kraut 
In memory of Phyllis Patricia "Pat" Levitt, mother of Robin 
Topol from Allen & Florence Kraut 
In memory of Bettie Klein & Jacob A. Klein from David & 
Penny Klein 
In memory of Max Lederman from David & Penny Klein 
In memory of Sylvia Lane from David & Rachel Berkey 
In memory of Ronan Kelley Sklar, grandson of Howard and 
Marcia Sklar from Denis McInerney & Deborah Bers 
In memory of Eda Aminoff, mother of Nora Stonehill 
from Denis McInerney & Deborah Bers 
In memory of Lillian Levine from Eric & Linda Spellman 
In memory of Jack Levine from Eric & Linda Spellman 
In memory of Sophie Davidson from Eric & Linda Spellman 
In memory of Jack Davidson from Eric & Linda Spellman 
In memory of Eda Aminoff from George & Barbara  
Sommerfeld 
In memory of Shirley Zaidman from Gerald Zaidman & 
Phoebe Rabbin 
In memory of Irene Dubin from James & Susan Dubin 
In memory of Benjamin Dubin from James & Susan Dubin 
In memory of Eda Aminoff from James & Susan Dubin 
In memory of Beatrice & Irving Claar and Dorothy & Nathan 
Samdperil from Joyce & Fred Claar 
In memory of Laura Lazarus, sister of Linda Lowenthal 
from Lawrence & Gloria Smith 
In memory of husband Frederic C. Leffler, and mother Rhoda 
Dember from Marjorie Leffler 
In memory of Mary Goldstein from Marvin & Maxine Gilbert 
In memory of Bernard Gilbert from Marvin & Maxine Gilbert 
In memory of Toby Gross, mother of David Gross 
from Michael & Geri Rubenstein 
In memory of Phyllis Patricia "Pat" Levitt, mother of Robin 
Topol from Michael & Geri Rubenstein 
In memory of Eda Aminoff, mother of Nora Stonehill 
from Michael & Geri Rubenstein 
In memory of Joann Lindauer from  Howard Lindauer 
In memory of Anne Michels, from Ellen Grant 
In memory of Lillie Grant, from Ellen Grant 

JCCH Fund - continued 

In memory of Julius Morris from Bebe Prince 
In memory of Anna Ginness from Bebe Prince 
In memory of Herbert Luckower from I.D. Luckower 
In memory of Arthur Schain from Roberta & Michael Schain 
In memory of Berenice Schain from Roberta & Michael Schain 
In memory of Annette Feldman from Paul & Karen Feldman 
In memory of Murray Feldman from Paul & Karen Feldman 
In memory of Eda Aminoff from Paul & Karen Feldman 
In memory of Nina Franklin from Robert & Susan Schack 
In memory of Toby Gross from Rona Javitch 
In memory of Esther Trupin from Stanley & Cookie Quittman 
In memory of Joel Lefkowitz from Stuart & Marilyn Troy  
 

MINYAN FUND 
In memory of Pat Levitt, mother of Robin Topol from  
Beth and Gabe Nechamkin 
In memory of Nina Franklin from Carla and Philippe Ifrah 
In memory of Elaine Caplan Plant, mother of Dorye Harfenist 
from David & Terry Gary 
In memory of Phyllis Patricia Levitt from Julie and Paul 
Brandes 
In memory of Marion Rabbin mother of Phoebe Rabbin 
from Kenneth & Minna Brown 
In memory of Janet Glassel from Kenneth & Minna Brown 
In memory of Elaine Caplan Plant,mother of Dorye Harfenist 
from Kenneth & Minna Brown 
In memory of Toby Gross from Kenneth & Minna Brown 
In memory of Lois Lombardo's father, Irving Wernick from  
Lois Lombardo 
In memory of Nina Franklin from Michael & Geri Rubenstein 
In memory of Sandy Mehl from Paul & Amy Hughson 
In memory of Judith Hope Sachs from Robert & Susan Schack 
In memory of Patricia Levitt, mother of Robin Topol from  
Sylvia & Tom Rogers 
In memory of Eda Aminoff Mother of Nora Stonehill from  
Sylvia & Tom Rogers 
 

PRAYER BOOK AND TORAH FUND 
In memory of Eda Aminoff from Howard & Jane Kramer 
In memory of Patricia Levit, mother of Robin Topol from  
Nathan & Jacqueline Muller 
In memory of Nina Franklin, mother of Martin Franklin 
from Nathan & Jacqueline Muller 
 

RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY FUND 2020 
In memory of Sam Luftschein from Phyllis Luftschein 
In memory of Stephen R. Luftschein from Phyllis Luftschein 
In memory of Stanley Luftschein from Phyllis Luftschein 
In memory of Elsie Luftschein from Phyllis Luftschein 
 

REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT FUND 
from Adam Silverman and Ani Cortiñas 
from Amy & Paul Hughson 
from Florence & Allen Kraut 
from Joseph & Ellen Kaidanow 
from Marjorie Leffler 
from Leni Klaimitz 
In honor of Harriett Platte from Amy Herman 
In honor of Reshad and Zulfar Ahmadi from Andrea Dulberg 
and Leigh Platte 
In honor of Nancy Hart from Julie Leff  
In memory of Harriet Platte, beloved mother of Leigh Platte, 
mother-in-law to Andrea and grandmother of Noah and Ally. May 
her memory be for blessing, from Amy & Bob Lindsay 
In memory of Harriet Platte from The Talmadge Family  

Holocaust Memorial Fund - continued 
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 Did you know… 
that a  

“Did you Know”  

column is not a  

new concept  

for our Scribe? 

 

  

This  

“Did you Know”    

is a reprint  

from the  

March 2002  

Scribe.  

That the JCCH was featured in a New York 

Times article published April 5th, 1959…. 

...and reports of our construction progress 

were published as well... 

If you would like to read any of the full articles published in the Times, contact Eve @everspence@JCCH.org 



 

Stephen Bauer 

Albert Berger* 

Isadore Danenberg* 

Benjamin Dubin* 

Israel Dworkin 

Rose Edelman* 

Wilbert Epstein 

Libby Weinstein Epstein 

Mollie Fraiden 

David Karin 

Tillie Kramer* 

Henry J. Lewis 

Irving Liebowitz 

Emanuel Mizrahi 

Leon Nechamkin* 

Herman Nowick 

David Peress 

Dorothy Raitzin 

Anna Reiter 

Ralph Rowlands* 

Pearl Schreiner 

Dorothy Schukett 

David Seidman* 

Joan Hope Silverman* 

Sally Sklaar 

Beatrice Stern* 

Gershon Stolovitch 

Sadie Stonehill 

Tillie Tunick 

Lillian Weisberger* 

Frank Abrams 

Philip Agid 

Ida Brown 

Irving Claar* 

Beatrice Goodman* 

Esther Hoffman* 

Linda Krone 

Helen Levine 

Anne Maisel 

Borah Osser 

Nathan Samdperil* 

James Nathan Shmalo 

Rose Spring* 

Sophie Bartman 

Diana Bernstein 

Frances Cohen* 

Joshua Doroff 

Martin Gottlieb 

Ruth Horn* 

Anita Hyatt* 

Melvin Jackel 

Leo Kaplan 

Jacqueline Opotzner 

Elias Tunick 

Harold Weinberg* 

Tippy Angel 

Nellie Benjamin* 

Henry Besdine 

Max Dimont 

Daniel Ebert 

Noel Gardner 

Charles Grotsky 

Judith Ann Haas 

Pauline Haber* 

Sherwin Hendler 

Bernice Jutkowitz* 

Anna Klauber* 

Samuel Lipman 

Isidor H. Lutzker 

Eva Riss 

Ruth Robinson 

Morris D. Rosenberg 

Allen Schwartz 

Ben Silverman* 

Martin Tananbaum 

Charles Zimmerman 

Niles Asness 

Pearl B. Caughey 

Shemuel Dayan 

Melody Fix 

Milton Fix 

Arthur S. Friedman* 

Bess Goldenberg* 

Berndt Holsten 

Robert Herbert Lager 

Henrietta S. Levy* 

Dr. Ruth Nass 

Edna Osser* 

Alvin Raphael 

Edith Riseman 

Margo Werner 

Dr. Albert Wiley 

3/4 - 3/10 

3/11 - 3/17 

2/25 - 3/3 

3/18 - 3/24 

3/25 - 3/31 

13 

     March Yahrtzeits 

The Yahrtzeits of the following beloved relatives of our members will be ob-

served this month. Cantor Marcos will read their names from the pulpit at the 

Friday evening  and Saturday morning services.  For those with Memorial 

plaques in the Synagogue (noted with an asterisk) the lamps will be lit.  
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Marcia Sklar 

Joshua Leffler 

Jordyn Roskind 

Jesse Zimmer 

Jeremy Toeman 

I.D. Luckower 

Rayna Hilary Rogowsky 

Benjamin Cousin 

Shelley Lutzker 

Sandra Snitkin 

Jared Ellis 

Michael Samtur 

Marjory Rossin 

Avery Soussa 

Alan Manocherian 

Norman Marrow 

Vilena Faynberg 

Matt Blit 

Courtney Hughson 

Nell Lauren Shapiro 

Alix Prince 

Lauren Mandell 

Marjorie Leffler 

Steven Harris Fisher 

Ruby Gershon 

Sean Hendelman 

Ari Jacob Heilbrunn 

Daniel Weinreb 

Scott Weinreb 

Jonah Leland Schultz 

Clifford Topol 

Laura Arielle Sherman 

Paul Mandell 

Hyla Ruby 

Heskel(Harry) Peress 

Jeffrey Levi 

Lauren Hope Fortgang 

Laura Levi 

Jacqueline Muller 

Joni Cooper 

Eric Lane 

Benjamin Danziger 

Lauren Ross 

Aaron Lubowitz 

Gregg Fenton 

Nancy Lewittes 

Karen Goldstick 

Gabriel Nechamkin 

Robert Miller 

Ilyssa Levi 

Hillary Comora 

Phoebe Lane 

Matthew Benson 

Ann Burger 

Molly Caplan 

Rick Troy 

Davin Toeman 

Sheldon Jason 

Jadyn Schwartz 

Karen Morgenstern 

Roberta Hoffberg 

Noah Matthew Platte 

Jennifer Schenk 

Allie Meredith Breslin 

Avraham Avidan 

Allen Kraut 

Joseph Zaro 

Joseph Kaidanow 

Stephanie Morgan Starker 

Sal Storino 

Jonah Peligri 

Frederick Burack 

Jonathan James Gary 

Joan Schumaker 

Richard Nass 

Emilie Oestreicher 

Aidan Oestreicher 

Nicole Schumaker 

Matthew Sternberg 

Jeffrey Baevsky 

Lindsay Brandes 

Casey Max Klein 

Natalia Mule 

Ethan Fisher 

Lauren Taubin 

Sholem Aleichem (1859)             

Herb Alpert (1935)             

Alan Arkin (1934)             

Tom Arnold (1959)             

Jessica Biel (1982)             

Wolf Blitzer (1948)             

James Caan (1940)             

Howard Cosell (1918)             

Billy Crystal (1948)             

Albert Einstein (1879)             

Bobby Fischer (1943)             

Ruth Bader Ginsburg (1933) 

Jennifer Grey (1960)             

Judd Hirsch (1935 

Harry Houdini (1874)             

Erica Jong (1942)            

Gabe Kaplan (1945)             

Katie Ledecky (1997)             

Adam Levine (1979)             

Jerry Lewis (1926)             

Marcel Marceau (1923) 

Chico Marx (1887)             

Al Neuharth (1924) 

Leonard Nimoy (1931)             

Rhea Perlman (1948) 

Yitzhak Rabin (1922)              

Lou Reed (1942)             

Rob Reiner (1947)             

Paul Reiser (1956)             

Harold Robbins (1916)             

Jack Ruby (1911)             

Neil Sedaka (1939)             

Gene Shalit (1926)             

William Shatner (1931) 

Stephen Sondheim (1930) 

Gloria Steinem (1934)             

Lillian Vernon (1927)             

Harvey Weinstein (1952)             

Henny Youngman (1906)             

Ian Ziering (1964)             
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A Legacy donation to  

the JCCH can have a  

lasting impact  

and can play a significant  

role in shaping the future  

our community. 

How can I create a  

Legacy gift? 

 

There are a variety of ways including: 

 Name the synagogue as a beneficiary in your will 

 Create a charitable gift annuity  

 Name JCCH as a beneficiary of an IRA, life insurance  
policy, or pension  

 Create a charitable trust or other estate planning vehicle 

Please consult your tax or estate planning professional to  

ensure that your legacy plans are properly drafted. For more 

information (strictly confidential) please contact Executive  

Director, Eric Nussbaum @914-835-2850 x108 or  

enusbaum@jcch.org. 

 
Have you already included the JCCH in your plans? 

Please let us know so we can thank you now.  

  

 

 

 

 CHESED  

Chesed has been organizing meals,  
rides and visits to fellow congregants  
in need. Our community is filled with 

many compassionate and caring individ-
uals who want to support the different 

needs of our congregants. 
 

We are looking for volunteers to help in any 
way they can! 

• Deliver meals to ill or homebound  

• Providing rides to doctor appointments, to 
the synagogue, etc. 

• Help with errands/food shopping   

If you know of a congregant that is in 
need of support, and could benefit 

from a visit, 
please reach out to: 

Heather Schwartz 
heatherlschwartz@yahoo.com  

 

if you are interested volunteering!

 

JCCH COMMUNITY CORNER -Take a look! 

The "JCCH Community Corner"  is a private Facebook group.    

Created  for members of the JCCH community seeking resources,  

sharing of  ideas, family activities, advice, restaurant recommendations, 

recipes, seeking card players, mahjong players, walking partners,  

just to name a few. 

Please note, that only JCCH members will have access to the  

Facebook  page.  To be included as a member of this private  

group, one must request entrance and be admitted by one of the  

administrators of the page. 

 

If you need assistance with entrance to the page, please reach out to the JCCH office. 

 



 

«Mail Name» 

«Address» «Address2» 

«City», «State»  «Zip» 

MARCH PROGRAMMING AT A GLANCE 
1 TUESDAY 

7:30 pm The Complexity of Family  

Relationships - with Rabbi Segelman 

 

2 WEDNESDAY 

11am Current Events  

with Shari Baum 

 

3 THURSDAY 

9 am Short Story Group 

10 am Menschlikhkeit before  

Godliness - with Rabbi Barbara Paris 

7:30 pm - Constructing our own  

Personal Theology with Steve Axinn 

 

5 SATURDAY 

9:30 am  Refugee Shabbat Service 

 

7 MONDAY 

1 pm Let's do Lunch with Deb Bers 

7:00 pm Rosh Chodesh with Rabbi  

Barbara Paris 

8:00 pm Parshat Hashavuah  

The Megillah of Esther 

with Rabbi Jeffrey Segelman 

 

8 TUESDAY 

7:30 pm The Complexity of Family  

Relationships - with Rabbi Segelman 

 

10 THURSDAY 

9 am Short Story Group 

10 am Menschlikhkeit before  

Godliness with Rabbi Barbara Paris 

7:30 pm - Constructing our own  

Personal Theology with Steve Axinn 

(Last Class) 

 

13  SUNDAY 

11:00 am JCCH PURIM PARTY! 
 
14 MONDAY 

1 pm Let's do Lunch with Deb Bers 

8:00 pm Parshat Hashavuah  

The Megillah of Esther 

with Rabbi Jeffrey Segelman 

 

15 TUESDAY 

7:30 pm The Complexity of Family  

Relationships - with Rabbi Segelman 

 

16 WEDNESDAY 

11am Current Events  

with Shari Baum 

5:00 pm Light Refreshments 

6:00 pm MEGILLAH READING 

 

 

 

 

17 THURSDAY - PURIM 

9 am Short Story Group 

10 am Menschlikhkeit before  

Godliness - with Rabbi Barbara Paris 
 
21 MONDAY 

1 pm Let's do Lunch with Deb Bers 

7:30 pm Exploring the Passover  

Haggadah with Rabbi Jeffrey  

Segelman 

 

24  THURSDAY 

9 am Short Story Group 

10 am Menschlikhkeit before  

Godliness - with Rabbi Barbara Paris 

 

28 MONDAY 

1 pm Let's do Lunch with Deb Bers 

7:30 pm Exploring the Passover  

Haggadah with Rabbi Jeffrey  

Segelman 

 

30 WEDNESDAY 

7:30 pm Spotlight On  

Amanda Arbeter 
 

31 THURSDAY  

9 am Short Story Group 

10 am Menschlikhkeit before  

Godliness - with Rabbi Barbara Paris 

If you would prefer to see The Scribe online and not receive the print edition, please click here and let us know. We will 

take you off the mailing list. If we don't hear from you, we will continue to send The Scribe to you in the mail. 


